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Summer at the Arboretum Features Internationally Renowned Sculptor Dominic 

Benhura in Dallas 
 

25 of his sculptures will be on display for ZimSculpt exhibition 
 

DALLAS, Texas, June XX, 2021 – The Dallas Arboretum and Botanical Garden will host 
international renowned stone sculptor, Dominic Benhura, from June 18 to 27 as part of its 
Summer of Sculpture exhibit, ZimSculpt. Benhura will give daily talks at 2 p.m. at The 
Marketplace (in the garden), and 25 of his exquisite statues will also be on display and are 
available to purchase. 
 
ZimSculpt features the talent of several contemporary Zimbabwean artists with more than 
100 hand-selected, exquisite sculptures artfully displayed throughout the garden. These 
contemporary pieces, created by the Shona people of Zimbabwe, are carved from various 
types of serpentine and semi-precious stone, often weighing tons, and can be as large as 
seven feet tall. ZimSculpt runs through August 8. 
 
Known as one of the leading Zimbabwean stone sculptors, Benhura has been sculpting 
since he was a young boy, learning the skill from his cousin, master sculptor Tapfuman 
Gutsa. Benhura sold his first piece when he was 12 years old.  
 
According to the ZimSculpt website, “He is in a league of his own…His work is bold and 
daring, and he captures balance and movement both physically and emotionally. His prime 
motivation is to explore new ideas, concepts, techniques and methods and to express and 
communicate powerfully simple ideas. Nature, family and the relationships with his 
children are his main inspiration for his sculptures .”  
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When he became a father, Benhura began sculpting mothers and children interacting, and 
these are some of his more popular pieces. He said, “These pieces don’t have faces, so they 
can be from any culture.”  
 
Founder of Domnic’s Studio in Harare, Benhura nurtures budding artists, from young 
children to adults, by mentoring them and providing them work spaces. His sculptures are 
collected and displayed in gardens and museums around the world including Italy, 
Belgium, Germany and Zimbabwe. In the U.S., visitors can see his pieces at the Hartsfield-
Jackson Atlanta International Airport, Benson Sculpture Garden in Colorado and at the 
Dallas Children’s Theater. He has done one-man shows and gallery and museums shows 
internationally.  
 
“His hammer and his chisel find the playfulness in stone,” according to TRT World. 
 
Jim Ryan, Dallas Arboretum board chairman, said, “We are pleased to welcome Dominic 
and his fine work to the Dallas Arboretum. He’s carved a career in sculpture, and we invite 
the community to meet him and see his statues.” 
 
Visitors may purchase any of the sculptures on display in the garden, as well as the ones 
created by the onsite artists in The Marketplace, which is located in the Dallas Arboretum’s 
Pecan Grove. A portion of the proceeds from the sales of the sculptures and items in The 
Marketplace supports the Dallas Arboretum. 
 
ZimSculpt is supported in part by the Dallas Tourism Public Improvement District.  
 
Tickets must be pre-purchased online or by calling 214-515-6615. Wearing a face covering 
is required for all guests 5 years of age while visiting the Dallas Arboretum, unless medically 
unable to do so.  
 
About the Dallas Arboretum and Botanical Garden: 
The Dallas Arboretum and Botanical Garden is located on the southeastern shore of White 
Rock Lake at 8525 Garland Road, Dallas, Texas 75218.  The Dallas Arboretum is also the 
home of the internationally acclaimed Rory Meyers Children's Adventure Garden. The 
garden is open daily from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. General admission is $15 for adults, $12 for seniors 
65 and older, $10 for children 2-12 and free for Arboretum members and children under 
two. There is an additional cost of $3 per person for entrance into the Rory Meyers 
Children's Adventure Garden. On-site parking is $15; pre-purchased online parking is 
$10. The Dallas Morning News is the principal partner of the Dallas Arboretum.  The 
Arboretum is supported, in part, by funds from the Dallas Park and Recreation 
Department.  WFAA is an official media sponsor for the Dallas Arboretum. For more 
information, call 214.515.6500 or visitwww.dallasarboretum.org. 
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Videos: 
Architectural Digest (Middle East) - article 
BBC - 2:35 video 

http://www.dallasarboretum.org/?utm_source=database&utm_medium=email&utm_content=footer+text&utm_campaign=9+28+15+cag+autumn+release
https://www.admiddleeast.com/tags/dominic-benhura
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/business-33566722


MSN Xinhua News Agency - 2:04 min video 
VOA (Voice of America)  
VOA (Voice of America) – Reuters article  
TRT WORLD (YouTube) - 6 min video  
VOA (Voice Of America) - 1:42 min video (in French) 
 

 

https://www.msn.com/en-xl/news/other/hello-africa-feature-zimbabwean-sculptor-pins-visual-arts-sector-recovery-hopes-on-vaccines/ar-BB1fGLTq
https://learningenglish.voanews.com/a/zimbabwean-artist-s-stone-sculptures-find-worldwide-praise/5333935.html
https://www.voazimbabwe.com/a/shona-sculpture-on-display/5318704.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hYK9AWRkFag
https://fb.watch/5VTUtcFsTR/

